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 

Gambling-related harm is 

any initial or exacerbated 

adverse consequence 

due to an engagement 

with gambling that leads 

to a decrement to the 

health or wellbeing of an 

individual, family unit, 

community or population. 

(Langham et al. 2016: 4) 
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The term ‘family violence’ encompasses violence between partners and former 

partners, as well as violence that occurs between other family members, including 

siblings, across generations or non-related carers. Family and domestic violence is any 

violent, threatening, coercive or controlling behaviour. This includes not only physical 

injury but direct or indirect threats, sexual assault, emotional and psychological abuse, 

economic control, damage to property, social isolation and any behaviour which causes 

a person to live in fear (Department of Human Services Victoria 2011). 
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Most of the women who come to our service as an affected other of a gambler have 

experienced family violence, particularly financial abuse. 

Anouk Ceppithomas, Senior Financial Counsellor, Banyule Community Health 
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We have to act on many fronts to prevent violence against women and children.  We see gambling as one of 

many social factors that contribute to family violence. While gender inequity is at the heart of this complex 

problem, we need to tackle other social determinants of health as well. 

Arden Joseph, Director Social Development, Moreland City Council 
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