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Women’s Health Services Unite on Roe V Wade

Women's Health Services across Victoria have issued a response condemning the imminent overturning 
of Roe v Wade, expressing solidarity with women and people with a uterus in the United States and 
calling upon the state and federal governments throughout Australia to expand the provision of 
affordable aborBon through adequate funding and prioriBsaBon of women's sexual and reproducBve 
health.  

“The recent leaked document from the Supreme Court, that indicates that the majority of JusBces are in 
favour of overturning this criBcal legal precedent, is a significant threat to women's sexual and 
reproducBve health and rights in the United States,” says Kit McMahon, CEO, Women’s Health in the 
South East (WHISE). 

“Should Roe v Wade be overturned, it is very likely that upwards of 26 states would virtually ban 
aborBon. This will disproporBonately impact women from low socioeconomic backgrounds, women of 
colour, undocumented migrants and refugees, and trans and non-binary people.” 

The overturning of Roe v Wade in the United States also represents a fundamental aXack on gender 
equality, and its impact on women's economic and educaBonal outcomes cannot be overstated. 

Though legal access to aborBon in Victoria is comparaBvely assured, the situaBon in the US does 
highlight several key gaps in current service provision and access for women and people with a uterus in 
Victoria.  

● Despite being a criBcal healthcare service, both surgical and medical aborBon conBnue to be 
relaBvely expensive, as the service is only parBally subsidised and therefore, has a 
disproporBonate impact on women from low socioeconomic backgrounds 

● Women in regional and remote communiBes struggle to access providers that are conveniently 
located and oZen must travel to procure an aborBon, thus incurring addiBonal costs 

● Many women, including internaBonal students and some migrants, are ineligible for Medicare, 
and therefore cannot access subsidised services. Though aborBon is widely supported in 
Australia, there remains some sBgma and shame associated with procuring one, due to a small 
but vocal and organised minority of anB-aborBonists.  
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As Women’s Health Services across Victoria stand with those in the US and condemn any aXempt to 
overturn Roe v Wade, we call upon state, territory, and federal governments in Australia to expand the 
provision of affordable aborBon for all women and people with a uterus. 

QUOTES 

Kit McMahon, CEO, Women’s Health in the South East 

Should Roe v Wade be overturned, it is very likely that upwards of 26 states would virtually ban abor;on. 
This will dispropor;onately impact women from low socioeconomic backgrounds, women of colour, 
undocumented migrants and refugees, and trans and non-binary people. 

Dale Wakefield, CEO, GenWest 

Abor;on is a healthcare issue. The current poli;cisa;on of abor;on access in the US should signal an 
alarm for all who believe that people have a fundamental right to access safe and high quality sexual and 
reproduc;ve health care and to make decisions about their own bodies.   

In 2008, Victorian women and pro-choice advocates won a 40-year baKle to remove abor;on from the 
Victorian Crimes Act. Reflec;ng on this success, former Premier Joan Kirner AC noted that, when it comes 
to safeguarding the rights of women to make informed choices about their bodies and to access safe 
healthcare and support, “you do have to be forever vigilant”. The poten;al overturn of Roe V Wade in the 
US demonstrates how true this is and that now is the ;me to pay aKen;on and to be vigilant.   

Tricia Currie, CEO, Women’s Health Loddon Mallee 

Regardless of geographical loca;on, safe and legal abor;on is an essen;al reproduc;ve health service. 
The addi;onal layers of cost, isola;on and feeling unsupported, as experienced by women and gender 
diverse people accessing a service in rural areas are inequi;es that already exist. We must always be 
concerned that abor;on is seen to be part of comprehensive women’s health care and a human right. 

Amanda Kelly, CEO, Women’s Health Goulburn North East  

The issue of s;gma and shame is exacerbated in rural and region areas where not only are providers 
difficult to access, but those seeking an abor;on may be reluctant to approach providers due to their 
community links. 

Helen Riseborough, CEO, Women’s Health in the North 

The possibility of change to abor;on laws in the USA is a fundamental breach of the rights of women and 
people with a uterus. 
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A decision of this nature would further add to the s;gma surrounding abor;on, thereby pushing the issue 
out of public health discourses. We must con;nue discussing abor;on openly and without shame, in 
order to provide safe, equitable, and accessible healthcare.  

Elly Taylor, CEO, Women’s Health East 

Access to safe, affordable, high-quality abor;on healthcare is essen;al to support women’s choice and 
ability to exercise their reproduc;ve rights and bodily autonomy. It is cri;cal that abor;on healthcare is 
legal and integrated into a publicly funded healthcare. 

--ENDS-- 

Media contact: Doseda Hetherington · (03) 9794 8677 · dhetherington@whise.org.au · 
www.whise.org.au
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